every walk life have appeared men and women who personified 


great possibilities for adding great names our history 


the Hitler Youth nearby Buchenau, gradually brought back four 


Fahrenberg ordered seven trees prepared crosses. 
evening the captured were lined the spiked 
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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB-OCTOBER 
Joint Selection With White, They Were Expendable 


Seghers, The Seventh Cross. Little, Brown and Co., Sept. 23, 
printed from BYST SELLERS before date publication. 


great ideals and who became the heroes and the saints, measuring 
guides for their own generation and for the future. every case 
these saints and heroes were made through struggles against great odds 
but also, every case, they were working fighting for something 
positive, for the state, for social justice, for freedom religion 
conscience. The Seventh Cross tale the Nazi regime showing 
its brutality and the existence desire combat it. This regime 


and literature. 


George Heisler was one seven who escaped from the Westhofen Con- 
Camp. The bloodhounds, the highway patrols, the Gestapo, 


alive, Belloni, the acrobat,was shot suspended from roof; 
died natural death. Fahrenberg was command when the 


boards serve example the other prisoners. But the example 
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the seventh cross stood without its captive. The empty cross and 
George Heisler, for whom was intended, became symbol hope 
and promise that the fight against the Nazis would continue. 


The plot simple. Yet George Heisler's escape complicated many 
proved test for the loyal. The sadists, the politicians, the 
the Jews, the relatives and friends the escaped, show their 
character they meet the problem escape from the Gestapo. From 
page page the story kept unbelievably tense pitch the 
scene shifts from past present, from the anxieties one character 
another, from country locale the city. The total emotional ef- 
fect that arousing disgust and hatred Nazi brutality; 
the intellectual reaction must that George negative hero and 

symbol for himself does not exemplify any ideal positive goal. 
not hero saint. Certainly his personal life before his 
internment and after his escape could not upheld nor in- 
tellectual genius for the details his escape and the training for 
subsequent actions were drilled into him the more capable Wal- 
lau who finer character than George Heisler. But George emerges 
hero the moment because, force circumstance, the 
one who 


Yet story Because the sadism and the illicit 
sexual relations George's night with the waitress, 

scattered throughout the book, hesitate recommend The Seventh 

Cross any but adult 


Hobart, Alice Tisdale. Cup and the Sword. The Bobbs-Merrill Co., 


The background this novel the California wine industry between 
the two great wars. learn that wine making art, way 
life, and ruthless business. Threats and violence force associa- 
tions and combines, the dark hand the bootlegger, the plotting 
greed politicians shadow and shake the book. One catches the emo- 
tions wine producers but wines and wine making one learns 
little. This novel. 


has many strands. The chief one appears centered about the 

frustrated love Elizabeth and John Rambeau, cousins. eighteen 
she joined the California Rambeaus from England. The first moment 
alone, John, 25, selfish, dynamic, kisses her violently and she re- 
The next time alone, when presumptuously his head 
her breast" (p.67), she angrily calls him mistaken. "They were 
both angry now, both humiliated" (p.67) and most the tragedies 
the book spring from this incident. John then consoles himself with 
luigi girl, Buz Dietrick, seduces her and goes New York. 
cover up, marries Luigi. year later, suspicious, when John 
harmlessly calls Buz, Luigi shoots him and leaves him for 
the meanwhile escape marrying the rich Henri 
urged her the family, her other cousin, Andrew, 

fine but weak fellow, elope with her. When old Philippe Rambeau 

dies leaves valuable vineyards Elizabeth and only goblets 

John. John becomes more and more bitter and almost intent ruining 
the whole family. Elizabeth selfishly her husband 

from the vineyards. The climax John's career ruin comes 
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when sets Elizabeth's vineyards fire. The flames bring 
his senses and from then reforms. The fire also made Andrew 
insist returning California with Elizabeth and reclaim the vine- 
yards. But she socializes and openly shows her lack love, Finally 
Andrew, free her, goes Spain, and wounded the Civil War. 
the meanwhile when the vineyard about fall Henri's plot- 
tings, John comes help Elizabeth save it. They finally admit that 
they really belonged each other from the beginning. But she rightly 
insists that too late. She succeeds bringing Andrew back 

and treats him tenderly. John relinauishes his hold the estates 
the other members the family and devotes himself elevating the 
California wine industry. 


The style good but not distinguished. The tale interesting. The 
language always refined--what sin there is, reported, not dra- 
matized suggestively. The Rambeaus are called Catholics. Actually, 


however, calling them devout Catholics misleading, for there 


never Sign Catholic practices, Mass confession. Only the 
use wine for sacramental purposes mentioned. exactly the 
picture Catholic life that isn't Catholic but indifferentist 
nominalist. 


literary and partly moral weakness the book that there isn't 
one admirable, fine character it. Sin, however, not 
glorified. the other hand severely punished and moderately 
deprecated. John's casual seduction leads his crippling. Elizabeth 
and John’s indelicate, crudely-precipitate kissing leads grief and 
humiliation. Hasty marriages are discouraged. Violence and threats 
are condemned and shown futile. Race prejudice especially impugned 
and the chief purpose the novel seems "make men dif- 
ferent racial strains pull co-operative 
John's sister praised for marrying Jewish boy, who proves very 
worthy. (He agrees have the children brought her faith.) 
the whole consider the book less worthy choice than many others 


but think can read anybody with real harm and some profit. 


CRIME 


Bailey, H.C. Nobody's Vineyard. Joshua Clunk Story. Doubleday, 
Doran and Co., Sept. 11, 1942. 


The murder taproom bus boy and dishwasher obscure seaside 
seemed minor incident until came the attention 
Joshua Clunk, Bible- and poetry-quoting, subtle lawyer with flair 
for detection. Trusted Lieutenant Hopley newspaperman 
Randolph Howe assists; two criminals are brought trial while 
Joshua allows the third await the day heavenly judgment. Above 
average and suitable for adults. 


Hasey, Lieut. John Yankee Fighter. The Story American 
the Free French Foreign Legion. Little, Brown, and Co., Aug. 1942 


This really adventure story written Mr. Joseph 

Dinneen about rich American collegian who finally distinguished 
himself Gaulle's Free French Foreign Legion and Syria. 
Except for pushing the Gaullist movement, action without in- 
terpretation philosophical undertones. 


the first person John Hasey relates how and night- 
gaily through wealthy prep schools, punctuated cruises 
abroad, and finally failed his first year Columbia. then got 
job Paris jewelry salesman for this occupation 
came deal with Marlene Dietrich, the Windsors and rich Americans 
generally. also visited German friend Stuttgort and with his 
mother saw the grave another Hasey Soissons, marked July 18, 


1918, and commented, war did not make the world safe for Democ- 


racy. Was destiny to....carry...through another crusade?" (p.75) 


August, 1939, war was the air, and was cocky and con- 
fident....we would take the offensive the outset and knock Germany 
out her feet...if anybody had given contrary opinion, would 
have snubbed him traitor and fifth (p.77). joined 
the American Volunteer Ambulance Corps and was sent Finland. 
describes the horrors Finnish winter fifty below, developed 


respect for the the Russian (p.126), got 

his arm broken, was shocked the Russian-Finnish armistice, and re- 
turned the United States. Lionized everywhere, spoke and lectur- 
"spreading the gospel intervention save (p.130), and 


q 
q 
q 


complains that only Secretary Frank Knox and very few others were en- 


couraging "for extending unlimited aid the Allies" (p.135). 


describes the official "very nosy extrenely polite 
way, and...meticulously so" (p.157), and gives 
good picture the horrible plight the evacueés. American 


got Lisbon and from there was smuggled 


spying distasteful and deceitful business, although somebody 
has (p.179), joined Gaulle's Free French 
legion instead, ultimately giving his American citizenship be- 


come combatant and lieutenant. the fiasco attack 


the capture Massawa. Here was grateful for the kindness the 
conquered Italian settlers showed troop was then sent 
Syria capture Damascus. both these campaigns his account 
the hot, sandy desert fighting the successful 
attack upon Damascus shot through the body near the heart, part 
jaw and throat are torn away. After many months hospitals 
and much plastic surgery, accompanied several citations and the 
Cross the Liberation, flown back America, where after 
more surgery his face resembles his old face again and soon 
hopes able talk again and find new use the war. 


The book proves nothing particular except that war one has 


adventure, glory and bloodshed. There are some false under- 


tones. After calling some French show girls "nice tells how 
they "wore boy friends and stockings only long they 
led men buy them jewelry which they later would try 
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turn half price (p.53). Collegiate failing, swirl 
night clubs and cocktails, glorified somewhat. The Legionnaires 
are virtually praised for fighting anybody anytime without worrying 
about the justice the cause (p.6). Fighting for another country, 
even the point sacrificing citizenshiv, while this country was 
still officially neutral, another shady glorification implicit 
the Nevertheless, for most readers, voung and old, likely 
just harmless war adventure story which they well may read. 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB-OCTOBER 
Joint Selection With Seghers, The Seventh Cross 


White, W.L. They Were Expendable. Brace and Co. Sent. 14, 


time war values shift; man, who was creeted little lower than 
the angels but infinitely above the material, becomes the individ- 
ual person little more worth society than anti-aircraft gun, 
pursuit plane bomber. Men and are equally "expend- 
for the good the whole army and the nation 


Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron was the front rank during the first 
months after Pearl Harbor. every department but one the Japs had 
superior numbers and equipment. The exception was the MTB's, plywood 
speedbotats, "seventy feet long and twenty feet wide, powered three 
Packard motors which can send hér roaring over the top the water 
highway...Each botat armed with four tubes, and four 50- 
caliber pairs from each side." The proved 
versatile weapon which destroyed warships, ran many 
errands mercy and, climax, removed General MacArthur and his 
staff Mindanao from where flew Australia. Shortly thereafter 
followed the rescue President Quezon. Finally, came opportunity, 
really command, for the men Australia. Their exploits 
had opened new ficld offensive action; they too valuable 
expend minor skirmishing. 


The account theseexploits, narrated chiefly Squadron Commander 
John Bulkeley and Lieutenant Robert Bolling Kellv, thrilling, 
vivid and superbly written account one phase the war one 
could possibly procure. Its touches humor, such sinking over 
shoetops the soft abdomen general the crowded boats 
the suggestion for stopping navy pay are well blended with the 
description war first 


This also book with moral which stated and bluntly 
the beginning. The men who are expendable are assigned the duty 
the enemy advance, regardless inconvenience cost 
life, They "don't mind until (they) come back here where people 
hours and days and sometimes weeks." Well, They Expendable 
has done its part showing what the results inadequate 
and slowness furnishing are, what "too and "too 
late" mean the front. The only point the Slight but 
Wholly unnecessary profanity Lieut. Kelly (p.46). recommend the 


book for general readingi 
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Kroll, Harry Rider the Bronze Horse. Bobbs-Merrill 


The Rider the Bronze Horse was statue Governor Solomon Cotton 
the entrance his Delta was mark derision 

and Sign the the old southern aristocracy but Eli 
Arn, second son poor white family, was symbol his hopes 
and aspirations for the future. Eli wanted wealth, comfort, security, 
power and glory. did not want these things immoderately nor was 
willing sacrifice everything for them but did sacrifice great 
deal. Harry Harrison Kroll has written the story Eli life 

and his relations with two women, one whom loved while the other 
was used fullfil his ambitions. 


Jacob, Eli and Jonathan Arn were the three sons Rachel Arn and 
together the four formed family that worked hard and 
honestly few acres delta land which they had bought. Jacob's 
one ambition preacher and reopen the old Camp Meeting 
Grounds for revival services. Eli wants education for wealth, power 
and glory. Both boys went Cottontown for high school education 
but Jacob could not bear the taunts the town boys and quit. Eli 

was made sterner stuff and was able outmaneuver the others 
all ways getting his education, gaining respect ability 
extracurricular activities and farming all together. Dur- 
ing those years three schoolmates entered his life, all them 
play important roles throughout the story. There was Don Hickerson, 
son minor office holder, Harriet Marks, daughter farmer, 

and Rosalind Cotton, daughter former governor the state. Hick- 
erson was lazy and expected have come him because his 
For while helped him but later opposed him and beat 
him every undertaking although they still remained friendly. Har- 
riet was crude, love with Eli and ready 
enything show that love and take him away from Rosalind Cotton who 
also cared genuinely for Eli but was not quite love with him and 
far too refined show her feelings public. Both girls were beau- 
tiful although Rosalind was slightly crippled aftermath pa- 
ralysis and both girls were essentially good although Harriet does not 
seem that way the surface. attracted Harriet but 
feels that Rosalind will better pattern for his future life and 
greater assistance attaining his goals. Eli does not consciously 
state the problem this way but different aspects his nature are 
attracted toward different girls. 


Throughout high school Eli forced work hard the farm and 
his own legitimate projects for money. After graduation 
finds that financially unable continue college with 
the others since had used his savings for needed operation 
his mother. However after year Rosalind persuades him work his 
way through college and the four are thrown together. Eli does 
quite bit ghost-writing English gets job grading his own 
themes, janitor end various ways manages pay his way 
through school. his sophomore year bests Hickerson means 
little coup for the class presidencv and this cyrstallizes his 
determination study for the purpose entering politics. Dur- 
ing this time Eli drifts away from who being dated 
Hickerson and becomes more end more attached Harriet. Finally Har- 
and Eli spend weekend friend's where they have sex- 
Immediately after the school ends and Eli returns 
home loose ends because his affeir with Harriet. 


q 
q 
q 
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Rosalind and Hickerson announce their engagement but break off 

when Don will not agree Rosalind's management his life. Mean- 
while Eli has had slight quarrel with Harriet over her street sing- 
and when hears the broken engagement immediately pro- 
poses Rosalind, knowing that she can aid his she accepts 
and they elope immediately. 


the meantime Jacob Arn has secured small church down the un- 
regenerate swamp country and has married country girl. Jacob 
hard-shell, preacher who can see 
sin everything. This will cost him every pastorate and pro- 
vide the climax the story later on. The ex-Governor Cotton 
opposes Eli's marriage into the family but bides his time 
and lets Eli manage the estate. Eli begins pull out debt and 
then enters the race for the state legislature with Don Hickerson 
his opponent. Harriet meanwhile has left home and save for occasional 
news disappears almost completely. goes into the swamp-country 

campaign while Rosalind manages the villages and farmers. 
favorably received, mixes with all classes but loses out when Jacob 
accuses Hog Brotherton, Zli's staunchest supporter, bootlegging. 
Jacob burned out his church and goes back home live with 
Rachel. 


Eli wins the election, Jacob gets another parish, the Cotton planta- 
tion prosnering under care, are its tenant farmers, and 
returns college complete his education. Jake loses his 
ish again, Cotton and engage argument leading 

the old man's death and relations between and Rosalind are rather 
strained. Things are patched and Eli enters campaign for seat 
the county bench again with Don Hickerson his 
rally meets Harriet and discoveres that the father Melis- 
sa, Offspring their early college evisode. also discovers that 

still loves 


Throughout the camnaign Eli meets Harriet and once brines Melissa home 
where Rosslind recognizes the relationship. Eli plans 
reopen the Camp Grounds that Jacob may have revival and 
perhaps obtain new pastorate while the same time may solicit 
votes. Jacob agrees only all the other candidates may have the 
Harriet and Melissa occupy cabin next and 
during the week spends much time with her 
ting sexual relations one when they are discovered 
Jecob makes this known his last and both brothers are ir- 
retrievably ruined. The shock kills Rachel, their mother. then 
leaves Rosalind and takes away the story 


the main the Rider the Bronze Horse morally good book un- 
til the very end where its morality left loose ends. 
punished for his evil but commits even greater sin de- 
serting his wife for former paramour. the book this last 
action not defined either morally good bad and Eli shown 
leaving with Harriet because loved her and wanted her 
course was wrong were his relations with Har- 
There some profanity occasionslly slight suggestiveness 
the writing but not the point extreme Be- 
these things the book cannot recomeended for any but the 


Jennings, John. Gentleman Ranker. Reynal Hitchcock. 


pleasant blending and wer this new historical novel 
pre-Revolutionary Americe revolves primarily around worthless 
who was born gentlemen but had learn one 
when discovered the real value loyal friendship and love after 
his own world ignored him. Along with this story personal rehabil- 
itation describes the change heart many soldiers 
came reluctantly fight wilderness only succumb 

its primeval remain and become the backbone new 
nation 


The Gentleman Ranker was Stephen Trent, typical 

old English family. Penniless and friendless after the death his 
estranged father stern but less hostile uncle attempts make some- 
thing the lad offering buy him commission the army. The 
suggestion ridiculed the nepotic thereupon, fol- 
lowing night carousing and gambling, Stephen awakens discover 
that has unwittingly accepted the king's shilling and en- 
listed man destined join Braddock's forces Virginia. Efforts 
induce his uncle obtain his release prove fruitless and Trent pre- 
sently finds himself landed America. 


Once established his new environment tell-tale changes gradually 
themselves attitude. Toward Jack O'Hara, 
the burly, tough sergeant who effected his enlistment, tries 
air aloofness but within his heart deen feeling 
sincere fellowship begins For Moll Crockett, the rough, 
hoydenish camp follower who had accompanied the troops, likewise 
feels affection. 


Not long after their arrival Virginia event cataclysmic pro- 
portions takes place. runaway indentured maid, Anne MacLeod, having 
been befriended Trent while was recruiting new troops, seeks 
him out the camp and pleads taken with the army. Tem- 
porarily she remains with Moll but when the old notices the 
intimacy between the two young people she informs Steve that 
Anne not permitted any farther with the troops, and that his 
means protecting the girl marry her. When, after mast 
unusual, not say somewhat distasteful ceremony, Steve suspects 

that has been tricked into the marriage, sends his bride along 
with the other women, Fortunately common sense soon displaces his 
stupid stubborness and unreasonableness and the first mar- 
ital disagreement amicably settled. 


However all not serene the life soldier who has crossed 
thousands miles strange world for his king. There 

was war fought and when the first smoke that battle had 
lifted Braddock's forces were utterly routed, disastrously defeated. 
Jennings describes detail the circumstsnces this campaign 
intent erasing the blame that has always been placed 

Upon the helpless the same time affords the author 

Opportunity his reader some thoughts concerning contemporary 

behavior. seen through Stephen's eyes the defeat 

the British their campaign against the French and English could not 
laid upon the shoulders one man but upon whole system which 

recognize anything new and clung its treditional methods 
defeat was immenent. 


the time the luckless campaign was over Trent, convinced fron- 
tiersmen with whom has struck deep and lasting friendship, de- 
cided settle the new world. The timely arrival tidy in- 
from his uncle enables him buy his release from the army. 
With the remainder purchsses several thousand acres land 
upon the recommendation his casual friend and idol, George Washine- 


ton. 


But peaceful living was not vet permanent for the hardy 
pioneers. Burning cabins, mutilated bodies and plundering were mute 
reminders the ever present threat Indian savagery and brutality. 
For Steve and Anne there was still another constant source worri- 
ment. Since the girl's freedom had never besn bought from her former 
owner the possibility his end claiming his chattel always 
remained. Furthermore Steve was greatly instrumental forcing Helm's 
son, Jacob, into the army and hin severely punished for de- 
sertion after attempted abduct Anne. During the campaign Jacob 
had again deserted which prompted Steve resdv all times 
face his possible foe. Oddly enough these very two, father and 
son, Helm, who later save the lives Steve's wife and infant son. 

came about this wise. 


Sadly hampered lack troops Colonel Washington attempted in- 
duce his friend back into military life. Steve agrees 
become officer the militia under the condition that his patrol 
duty would not extend bevond fortnight time. Returning home 
from such tour service Trent finds his wife, baby and mis- 
sing, their homes destroyed and wantonly slain. 
sheer desperation Steve takes the hunt and several unsuccess- 
ful days wandering falls into the hands the band Indians who 
are holding Moll captive. From her learns that Anne and his son 
together with his two negro retainers were carried away Jacob Helm 
and his father the night before the Indian raid, Heartened the 
thought that his family still alive Steve single-handed kills his 
score captives while they are sleeping off drunken For 
weeks and Moll pick their way through the unknown forests 

thanks Trent's meager knowledge the frontiers they reach the 
settlement safely. The joyous homecoming only surpassed the hap- 
reunion Steve and his family who been found and returned 
his faithful companion, O'Hara. 


Abetter than average novel, Gentleman Ranker carries with sensible 
intellectual stimulation. For here home the 
thought that life exactly what the individual wishes make it. 
Stephen Trent, youth libertine and skeptic, stubborn and selfish, 
had learn adjust himself the into which was 
cast. Fortuitously aided long-sufferine friends began 
see his own faults and successfully his way life. 


The story, simple itself, framed maze minor details and 

lengthy descriptive passages which are way detractive from the 

theme. dovs with lusty, adventuresome charac- 

ters, the times and offensive. Several objec- 

tionable scenes are presented without any degree 
mentioned the the marriage ceremony, even con- 

Sidering the circumstances and characters involved, rather coarse 

and detractive. However, considering the general worth the story, 

this reviewer feels that these features not render Gentleman Ranker 

unsuitable for mature adult readers. 
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Hartzell. 
Whittlesey House. 


Some two years ago was published, under the title One Foot Heaven, 
the biography (written his son) sincere, six-foot, mid-western 
Methodist minister, the Rev. William Spence, whose struggles with 
parsonage poverty and parish politics succession churches 
Iowa, Colorado, and Nebraska made pleasant reading and, with Fredric 
March the leading role, successful film. The author, now Captain 
Hartzell Spence and executive editor the Army newspaper, Yank, 
presents Get Thee Behind his own autobiography from his birth 
the parsonage Clarion, February, 1908, August 26, 
1932, the date his elder sister's marriage their father's 
church Mason City. The book should prove popular the previous 
Foot Heaven, which is, more less, sequel, for 
full personal anecdotes, recounted with sane objectivity, 
and flavored with affection for persons and places that mingles 

pathos with humor satisfving 


medical student, Will Spence had felt the while listening 
Methodist Bishop Hartzell revival meeting Toronto. "So it's 
only proper call the baby Hartzell. One day he'll 
too." But when eighteen, the boy would tell his father finally 
ina painful interview: "You're wonderful man, father, and re- 
spect and love But wouldn't have job like yours for anything 
the world...I'd want all the (to sons) you've 

never been us. don't want busy worrying about everybody 
else's life that have time for own." Instead being bis- 
hop, Hartzell Spence became man. 


The son had aware his position the com- 
munity, and must always feel under the watchful and critical eye 
the church members. He, and his brother and sister, must sit promi- 
nent the front pews church, Sunday School; they must sing 
the choir, belong the League, models child deportment; 
they must constantly saying normel boyish promptings: "Get thee 
behind me---." They were often alone, often lonely. 


was twelve, young Hartzell had join the church troop 

Boy Scouts, and the end the year made the mistake taking 

valise the overnight hike. was humiliating experience, but 

became the occasion his father's letting him learn drive the 
But shortly after that, when caught the police boyish 
prank, the minister's son won unwelcome notoriety; yet even that no- 

toriety was impressive enough gain him admittance into the select 

Club, which introduced him the forbidden pleasures read- 
ing cowboy thrillers, cards, and dancing. 


Young Spence's first job was the enviable one working errand 
boy leading candy store: got seven dollars week and 
could eat candy, and learned about the theatre, even suc- 
ceeding getting his strict-conscienced father attend his first 

Then, after Riverton, Iowa, the minister's son worked 
for summer basket factory, where workine like beaver, 
could earn day putting handles the baskets cents the 
dozen baskets, and net Tille, the toueh factory boys, 

and learned about chewine tobacco. Riverton High School bacame 
the school newspaper, acted the school plays, and 
formed corporation with John Donnelly, which the president the 


Get Thee Behind Me. Life Preacher's Son. 
Sept. 10, 1942. 42.75 
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pank bought stock, sell bottle-openers and knife sharpeners. In- 
terested girls, tried divide his attentions among three 
jealous high school seniors, Mary, Louise, and and ended 
with none take the Molay dance. 


Enrolled the University Iowa, young Spence set out win the 
the Daily Iowan and accepted the Phi Psi fra- 
ternity. all but won the first, and succeeded the latter. The 
only objectionable part this book concerned with the 
drinking: man was not considered quite "tried and true, 
Phi Psi through and until "had come well oiled late 
night and the fraternity had greeted his eyes the next noon 
lunch with the raucous song brotherhood." Spence refused win 
this last tribute his brotherliness until the night when was 
defeated for the post editorship the Daily Iowan. The objection 
this reviewer that there air tolerance and even 
sympathy with the Phi Psi standard manliness. makes 
however subtle, even though the fraternity drunkard, Clem Ogilvie, was 
expelled from the brotherhood. Boys high school age reading the 
pook, and intrigued the "secret appeal fraternities have 
for adolescents, will impressed with such “evidence manhood.” 


The book not entirely about the preacher's son, Hartzell. There 
are accounts the hardships and hearburns suffered the preacher's 
daughter, Eileen; and between the lines many places the heroic 
unselfishness the preacher's wife. What shines through most clearly 
pitv for the puritanical extremes Methodism. One comes the 
conclusion, too, that celibacy the most sensible course for cler- 
Nevertheless, the hardships the particularly 
under the guidance Parson Will admirable man, gave the 
parson's children streneth which the author Get Thee 
Behind confesses has drawn upon many times since leaving home, 
astrength "composed little little tolerance, 
conviction that man and God are good, that the abiding con- 


stancy faith shelter against the impacts all manner 
skeptics and 


book can recommended, with the single reservation noted above, 


tothe fanily. All will enjoy and find many similarity their 
experience. 


R.F. Grady, 
University Scranton 


Aldridge, James. Signed With Their Brown and Co. 
Sept. 11, 1942. 39Ip. $2.50 


Youth not genrally considered speak with authority any subject 
authority comes only with knowledge gathered through prolonged 
However these days war, events are intense and 
quickly, that lifetime experience may easilv condensed 
into-tvo three actual time. This may the case with 
year-old James who, spite his youth, veteran news 

having covered Norway, Finland, Albania, 
and Mr. Aldridge Australian and the 
book writes about campaigns Greece, Crete and Egypt which 
own countrymen were engaged under British 
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With Their Honour (serialized Collier's Flight the 
Sun) Mr. Aldridee has written love wartime which seems 
the following points: love and marriage are important 
that they will continue even the midst battle; most soldiers 
not quite understand what they are fighting for nor can they clearly 
formulate their motives; most men must fight the war basis 
survive for the moment; thatmen not have confidence 
their officers and that lack confidence justified. This last 
conclusion applied only the English and the Greek armies and 

well remark here that making that accusation Mr. Ald- 
ridge not traitor fifth columnist. simply pointing 
out that leadership and has been inefficient the British arny 
and that men and officers are too strictly separated caste system 
have full confidence also points out that the common 
men, civilian military, can, will and must force their leaders 
into efficiency and realization the seriousness this war. Al- 
ready England has had these shakeups its Generai Staff and hope 
that they are effective. 


John Quayle was pilot-officer Eighty Squadron flying Gladiator 
fighter patrol planes Egypt. When the English decided give the 
Greeks air protection against Italian bombing Quayle and his other 
mates were sent Greece where they were acclaimed popular heroes. 
From Athens they were sent Janina and both places were success- 
ful shooting down Italian bombers and fighters. Athens Quayle 
had met Helen daughter Greek family who had been exiled 
because its leanings and its opposition Greek Fascism 
and when she was transferred Janine Red Cross worker, fell 
violently love with her. The work was hampered Greek 
inefficiency, many officers were pro-Fascist, and attacking enemy 
groups far larger than itself was gradually decressed strength. 
Quavle has repressed his love for Helen intending wait until the 
war over but finally, seeing his mates shot down, can wait 
and makes arrangements marry her Athens. last patrol 
flight before leaving shot down behind the enemy lines. 


that time the British have landed Australians Greece and the 
Germans have entered the war. Quayle succeeds making his way back 
the Greek lines only find that the swift German push coupled 
with efficient use planes has demoralized and beaten the Greeks. 

reaches Janina, finds Helen and wounded comrade from his squadron 
repairs and commandeers car and flees toward Athens just ahead 
the Germans. They reach Athens, Helen evacuated Crete and Quayle 
flies against the Germans finally being ordered Crete. Crete 
Quayle and Helen are married and find some that account 
they defer leaving for Egypt until too late. When the Germans invade 
Crete they are separated and Quayle ordered escape Egypt. 
knows nothing Helen's fate and only later finds out that she had 
been allowed return Greece and live with her mother. Since 
Gladiators are match for German planes Quayle transferred 
Hurricanes and sent back patrol duty Egypt. Just after re- 
patrol which encounters German planes. avoiding one plane Quayle 
head into another and destroyed the story ends. 


With Their Honour adventure story air combat 
the present world war. well written, exciting, factual and 
addition that makes one two fairly worthwhile 
Points concerning the present war. pleasure recommend 


this book entertaining reading except for one feature, the excessive 
use profanity and careful search Collier's 
revealed the utter absence such language and search 
revealed that the only difference between the serialization and the 
pook was the inclusion such that account advis- 
able restrict its use adults. 


Howard Last Train from Berlin. Alfred Knopf. Sept. 
$2.75 


The German people were never enthusiastic about this war; their morale 
has been all but shattered, due chiefly the unsatisfactory progress 
the Russian living conditions within the Reich are fast 
approaching famine level; and, the German people had our assurance 
that would provide place for them better world they 
cut loose from Nazism, there excellent possibility that 
such happy repudiation would take place. 


These, briefly, are the conclusions this racily-written, distinctly 
journalistic commentary 27-year-old American reporter who served 
the U.P. and C.B.S. Berlin from January 1940 until shortly after 
our own entry into the war. 


With disarning frankness Mr. Smith admits his pre-war Moderate Leftist 
proclivities and his almost immediate repulsion soon saw the 
Nazi Thing close range 1936. These early prepossessions, 
himself verv fairly concedes, may have conditioned unduly the 
nents set forth this seems this reviewer admire 
Communist Russia too much, and hates Nazi Germany somewhat 
too personally. Throughout the volume, however, there would seem 


Mr. observations the present weaknesses the Nazis are 
not dismissed. Due limitations the book's genre 
there little documentation the author's serious charges 
against the invincibility Hitler's State and but confirms 
the heartening suspicion our minds that the Nazi institution was, 

from its beginnings, alien the real and most profound aspirations 
the mass the German people, that Hitler present main- 

taining his power only brutal confiscation the essential in- 
terests the broad core the middle classes, and that there exists 
the Army dangerous cleavage between the old-line Prussian gen- 
and the nazi parvenu soldiers. The author convinced that the 
German people are heartily sick the war, and, our propaganda 
show them that are earnest about establishing post-war 
which even (good) Germans could happy, Hitler might soon 
find himself facing critically disaffected home front. 


The book repeats the Leftist interpretation which explains the Nazi 
forced marriage between Capitalism and the Man 
with the Buergertum being dragged along tragically 
deceived and now bitterly disillusioned ally. The working classes, 
thinks Mr, Smith, were never really benefited Hitler, nor were 

they ever organically incorporated into the New Reich. Here, 
are still debatable ground, but the author's views are presented 
considerable cogency. 


oF 


the Catholic reader there special interest Mr. Smith's 
pelief that perhaps the strongest element resistance Hitler 
within Germany comes from the priesthood and Catholic laity. 
High tribute paid (pp. 277-280) the courage men like Bishop 
von Galen, and the numerous priests who opposed physical 
combat the Gestapo confiscators Church properties (p. 279). 


Where the author errs gravely his conclusion that the future 
ideal World Order secured means widespread applica- 
tion the political and economic Socialism 'Total 
This, has been frequently remarked Catholics, would 
substitute new despotism for that Hitler. 


The insistence, too, that the relative failure the Nazis the 
Russian campaign dealt catastrophic blow German home front morale, 
strikes the reader being somewhat overdrawn. This allegation 
really the basic proposition the whole book. hope, indeed, that 
justified; but seek more evidence. any case, Mr. Smith 

has given this regard some real grounds for hope moment 
when news from the battle fronts not altogether encouraging. 


The following minor blemishes are noted: 
certainly not true that the "expressed view the Spanish 
was opposed "foreign intervention" the recent Spanish 
Civil War 
rather daring assert that Woodrow Wilson contributed 
nothing the advance democracy (p.209); and much qualification 
should added the statement that "Dollfus killed political 
democracy (p.341). 
There are some rather realistic descriptions (pp. 27, 151-157) 
Nazi art and similar moral aberrations which might 
disturbing readers, although the author's inclusion 
such matter entirely legitimate. 


The book should included any wartime reading list for adults. 
When all the evidence in, Mr. Smith's analysis German internal 
conditions will probably found have been not far from the truth. 


Joseph Durkin, S.J. 
University Scranton 


Foley, Martha. Editor. The Best American Short Stories, 1942. 
Houghton, Mifflin Co., Sept. $2.75 


This continuation under new editorship the famous O'Brien 
Best American Short Stories series, edited Edward O'Brien for 
twenty-six years. classic annual collection which every regu- 
lar library expected have. This volume reprints stories from 
various magazines, includes brief biographical notes and two-page 
list other distinctive stories the year. interesting fore- 
ward Martha Foley modestly disclaims finality for her choice, declares 
that the plotted, trick-ending story dying, that women's magazines 
are the last stronghold the artificial, dishonest type story," 
and says that some the most exciting stories appear small re- 
magazines. She commends The Saturday Evening Post, the New 
orker, and Story for consistently fine There are Selec- 
tions from Catholic magazines. 


obviously cannot summarize all the stories. They include many 
different themes. There are several about refugees, one each about 
dog, horse, hummingbird, and sow, one about nuns bombed out 
their convent, several about the domestic troubles man and his 
wife, and some about immoral girls. favorite the book Jack 
"For Each Us." this nurse finally persuades 
finely built consumptive permit disfiguring operation, for age 
will any case destroy the fine body eventually. The the 
old sow, Wallace Stegner's "In the Twilight" seems masterpiece 
me. The little boy who, beceuse had had feed her, was whoop- 
ing for her death, suffers nausea when actually sees her agony,--- 
even butchered enemy sight! 


Morally doubtful are Boyce Eakin's Irwin Shaw's "Search 
Through the Streets the Peter Taylor's "The Fancy Woman," 
and Dorothy Thomas's "My Pigeon Pair." all them, free love, 
though not praised, treated too lightly and sometimes too sympa- 
thetically. lot sympathy aroused for common 
prostitute and the nice-seeming narrator not conscious shame 
when spends the night with her. "Search Through the Streets," 

who had lived with girl but not married her seeks her after- 
‘wards and, finding her married, they reflect the happiness they 
had but were too foolish keep. "The Fancy describes cheap 
woman the father brings the house for week but sends back when 
seventeen-year-old son takes fancy her. "My Pigeon sym- 
pathetically describes the sinful and stays 
boy and girl her and sorry that his being without 
job prevents marriage. 


There are some crude words the book. general, however, scencs 
are depicted improperly. Nevertheless the themes and attitude the 
last four stories described vitiate the wholesomeness the volume 

least for young people. Some the stories are, course, fine, 
others are good. point one feels like making, however, that 
many the stories are interesting but insignificant inconclusive. 
They are thus representative undesirable trend American lit- 
erature. society that has lost its dogmatic and many its moral 
standards almost has write inconclusive literature. And often when 
Significant themes are attempted the attitude morally dubious. The 
book recommended teachers literature and adults 
generally. Some the stories are not suitable for young people. 
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